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The third class of teachers, chiefly those In Government! service In the
superior grade, are as a rule both well equipped and highly paid. From the point
of view of their own personal ambition, once secure of tenure in the service, the
impetus in their case to do original work is comparatively little. But the great
factor which works against this class of teachers is the existence of a positive
hindrance in the form of restrictions by the authorities on the free expression of
opinion.

The fourth class of teachers working in Universities and private institutions who
are both well equipped and well paid, are comparatively few in number. They have
opportunities for independent thought and facilities for work which though poor
compared with those available in the west, must be characterised to ba quite good
under our conditions. The limited amount of original research work on different
econamic problems which has been published in recent years is mainly due to
these causes,

It is obvious, therefore, that if academic workers are to play a better and more
useful part in the formation of a right economic opinion in the country, we have
to look to this fourth class of teachers and institutions employing them. If the
status of the academic economist in public esteem is raised on the one hand, and
if public and private resources are spent freely in order to encourage and develop
the work of this class of institutions and teachers, a desirable link in the formation
of a right economic opinion will be supplied at this juncture of our country's his-
tory. ^ It would be highly desirable for those who are interested in this problem
to think of ways and means for giving an impetus to scientific economic work
of an independent nature. A few suggestions may, however, be made.

SUGGESTIONS FOR IMPROVEMENT

( a ) Endowment of .Chairs   and   Fellowships   for   research work   in   economic
problems ;   public   funds   should   be   spent, to a much greater extent for this than
hitherto; and it is an object towards which charity may   be   usefully   directed.   In -
addition, commercial bodies and magnates will   do well to help in such endowments
either for general or special studies.

( b ) The expansion of the economic Departments of Universities and Colleges
by the appointment of specialists in different branches of Economics who should
be given facilities for such specialisation and not burdened with other work.

( c ) Employment of a special research staff for the study of current
problems by commercial and political bodies and organisations in the country.

( d ) Encouragement of  research publications and their wider use and publicity.

(e)  Consultation   with experts   for   advice on a   footing   of   equality,   either by
Government, commercial   bodies or political   organisations,  with adequate remunera-
tion wherever necessary,

(f)  The removal of   restrictions   by   Government   on their   academic staff in the
matter of expression of   opinion on   economic   problems.   At a time when the Gov-
ernment are trying to be   resposible, if not responsive,   such a measure would   be a
statesmanlike gesture, removing   public   prejudice   against   Government actions and
enabling the formation of a healthy economic opinion.

(g)  Government Departments,   semi-government   bodies   and   commercial organi-
sations   should   welcome   independent   research   workers   and   give   them   willing
help. With the growth   of democratic   institutions   in this country, Government de-
partments and   other parties   would do well   to realise  that   the   petty- mindedn ess
which usually characterises   their attitude   in this matter, is  responsible for the ac-
cumulation or formation of prejudice   which might   well be removed and prevented
by   welcoming bonafide   research   workers   and   giving   them due   recognition and
facilities.

(h) The encouragement by Government and commercial bodies to societies and
associations doing organised research work.

(i) The improvement of existing Government machinery in the matter of collection
ana publication of economic and statistical information and of expansion in those
cases at least in which the magnitude of work is such that private effort may not
succeed.           -                       o                                              ^

*?\ **   private  effort   is   concerned,   the   suggestions   made   above   cannot
out unless those in   possession   of   wealth realise   the   full   significance
in   the   interests of   the   country and are   willing to spare fund* for
Evea  if    commercial   bodies  undertake to   investigate   their   own